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Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general
school education in 2010
According to Statistics Finland, nearly all completers of the full upper secondary general school
syllabus in 2010 had studied English, and Finnish or Swedish during their attendance of upper
secondary general school. German had been studied by 26 per cent, French by 17 per cent,
Spanish by 14 per cent and Russian by seven per cent of the completers of upper secondary
general school education. The proportions of those having studied other, more unusual foreign
languages remained at four per cent or below. They also vary considerably between genders in
several languages.

Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2010

Share of
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3, at
least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.130 54204122930 497English

91.028 055485325 4752 524Swedish

6.92 13312116502 045Finnish

17.45 3632 4451 33491535634French

25.77 9363 0321 6081 48571 804German

6.62 0261 191613465171Russian

0.1251534-3Sami

1.85494408623-0Latin

13.84 2482 6711 51056-11Spanish

3.51 08782624615-0Italian

1.1329310181-0Other

The completers of upper secondary general school studies had mainly taken English, Swedish or Finnish
as a compulsory language subject. German, French, Spanish, Russian and other foreign languages had
beenmainly studied as an elective language. A total of 30,829 students completed the full upper secondary
general school syllabus in spring 2010. 12,948 of the completers were men and 17,881 were women.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 14.12.2010

Education 2010



In spring 2010, 43 per cent of all completers of the full upper secondary general school syllabus - 36 per
cent of female students and 53 per cent of male students - had taken the long syllabus in mathematics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2010, male

Share of male
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.212 8460411112 830English

90.611 736210010 905810Swedish

7.1921021616887Finnish

8.81 14255521317229173French

21.82 8241 1855434802614German

4.761438616612149Russian

0.18701-0Sami

1.4182145298-0Latin

7.81 01266532718-2Spanish

2.1268216484-0Italian

0.81069970-0Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2010, female

Share of female
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3, at
least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.017 69600111817 667English

91.316 319275314 5701 714Swedish

6.81 2121190341 158Finnish

23.64 2211 8901 1217436461French

28.65 1121 8471 0651 00551 190German

7.91 412805447344122Russian

0.117833-3Sami

2.13672955715-0Latin

18.13 2362 0061 18338-9Spanish

4.681961019811-0Italian

1.2223211111-0Other
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