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Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general
school education in 2015
According to Statistics Finland, nearly all completers of the full upper secondary general school
syllabus in 2015 had studied English, and Finnish or Swedish during their attendance of upper
secondary general school. German had been studied by 20 per cent, Spanish by 18 per cent,
French by 14 per cent and Russian by 10 per cent of the completers of upper secondary general
school education. The proportions of those having studied other foreign languages remained
below three per cent. They also vary considerably between genders in several languages.

Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2015

Share of
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3, at
least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.229 0105024428 959English

91.026 626544724 3272 243Swedish

7.02 04026412791 892Finnish

13.94 0532 00293562728461French

20.35 9312 7341 28797030910German

9.72 8311 6848091223213Russian

0.07010.6Sami

1.33763054823.0Latin

17.65 1613 4481 543140.30Spanish

2.46905391432.6Italian

1.440437419308Other

The completers of upper secondary general school studies had mainly taken English, Swedish or Finnish
as a compulsory language subject. German, Spanish, French, Russian and other foreign languages had
beenmainly studied as an elective language. A total of 29,252 students completed the full upper secondary
general school syllabus in spring 2015. 12,435 of the completers were men and 16,817 were women.

In spring 2015, 41 per cent of all completers of the full upper secondary general school syllabus - 34 per
cent of female students and 51 per cent of male students - had taken the long syllabus in mathematics.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 16.12.2015
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2015, male

Share of male
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.412 3573011512 338English

90.811 286201710 518749Swedish

7.1878813144812Finnish

7.59354951821188132French

18.12 2491 06450235615312German

8.01 00061627437073Russian

0.01000.1Sami

1.11381021917.0Latin

9.81 21888128642.9Spanish

1.5184152310.1Italian

1.01231162302Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2015, female

Share of female
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

Compulsory
A-languages

Studied
language

99.016 6532012916 621English

91.215 340343013 8091 494Swedish

6.91 16218281351 080Finnish

18.53 1181 50775350920329French

21.93 6821 67078561415598German

10.91 8311 068535853140Russian

0.06010.5Sami

1.4238203296.0Latin

23.43 9432 5671 25798.21Spanish

3.05063871122.5Italian

1.728125817006Other
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