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According to Statistics Finland, nearly all students attending upper secondary general education
in autumn 2018 studied English as a foreign language. A majority of students in vocational
education, 94 per cent, also studied English. Ninety-two per cent of students in upper secondary
general education and 86 per cent of students in vocational education studied Swedish. Of
students in upper secondary general education, 61 per cent studied two languages and 38 per
cent studied three or more languages.

Number of languages studied by students in upper secondary general and vocational education
in 2018

Share of students, %Vocational educationShare of students, %Upper secondary general
education

Number of foreign
languages

5,67 2640,000

4,35 5061,41 4351

86,7111 87260,662 9542

3,03 83031,432 6513

0,44805,75 9344

0,0500,77325

0,040,11146

100129 006100103 820Students total

The share of students in vocational education studying two languages was 87 per cent. Three per cent of
students in vocational education studied three or more languages.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 18.12.2019
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Languages studied by students in upper secondary general and vocational education in 2018

Share of students, %Vocational educationShare of students, %Upper secondary general
education

Language studied

93,6120 81499,6103 442English

86,4111 49191,595 046Swedish

4,65 9836,56 703Finnish

0,67789,49 792French

0,671715,616 239German

1,21 5245,35 535Russian

1,01 31413,614 113Spanish

0,0290,8867Italian

0,030,032Sami

0,040,6631Latin

0,22770,9976Other

.129 006.103 820Students total

The order of the fivemost commonly studied languages in upper secondary general education has remained
the same from 2014 to 2018 (see Appendix tables). The languages most commonly studied are English,
Swedish, German, Spanish and French. In 2014, two languages were usually studied in upper secondary
general education, and this was also the situation in 2018. The share of those studying three or more
languages has decreased by around three percentage points compared to 2014.

Since 2014, the most commonly studied languages in vocational education have been English and Swedish.
Two languages are also typically studied in vocational education.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number of languages studied by students in upper secondary general education
in 2014 to 2018

20182017201620152014Number of
foreign
languages

Share of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

Students

1,41 4351,11 1951,41 4590,99771,11 1351

60,662 95460,262 60760,262 53859,261 98657,960 4312

31,432 65132,233 49131,732 88532,834 41133,234 6463

5,75 9345,65 8625,96 1486,26 4736,77 0424

0,77320,76920,77070,88021,01 0065

0,11140,11380,11000,11360,21896

100,0103 820100,0103 985100,0103 837100,0104 785100,0104 449
Students
total

Appendix table 2. Number of languages studied by students in vocational education in 2014 to
2018.

20182017201620152014Number of
foreign
languages

Share of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

Students

5,67 2642,42 6952,12 4053,94 7163,13 8590

4,35 5067,38 1348,19 46112,615 2117,08 7961

86,7111 87284,994 60283,797 78279,796 27484,1105 5062

3,03 8304,24 6964,55 2092,93 5144,75 8953

0,44800,91 0530,91 1070,67370,91 0804

0,0500,32890,78020,21900,22945

0,040,0160,0420,21820,0176

100,0129 006100,0111 485100,0116 808100,0120 824100,0125 447
Students
total
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Appendix table 3. Languages studied by students in upper secondary general education in 2014
to 2018

20182017201620152014Language
studied Share of

students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students, %

StudentsShare of
students, %

Students

99,6103 44299,8103 73199,9103 75199,9104 69399,9104 314English

91,595 04691,895 47691,594 99492,196 53791,895 868Swedish

6,56 7036,36 5986,36 5786,26 4936,46 701Finnish

9,49 7929,710 1309,910 22910,310 77410,811 253French

15,616 23916,316 92415,716 35116,217 00716,717 440German

5,35 5355,75 9626,66 8197,37 6647,67 913Russian

13,614 11313,013 49912,412 91312,713 30913,213 838Spanish

0,88671,09971,01 0551,11 1781,31 309Italian

0,0320,0310,0400,0240,027Sami

0,66310,55540,65960,66140,7755Latin

0,99760,77160,65910,66070,8849Other

.103 820.103 985.103 837.104 785.104 449Students total

Appendix table 4. Languages studied by students in vocational education in 2014 to 2018

2018201720162015YearLanguage
studied Share of

students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

StudentsShare of
students,
%

Students

93,6120 81496,1107 13495,6111 67292,5111 72295,5119 833English

86,4111 49187,297 24587,4102 10982,099 06986,6108 614Swedish

4,65 9835,35 9496,77 8653,94 7673,94 909Finnish

0,67781,41 5341,51 7961,31 5891,51 904French

0,67171,21 3571,41 5941,01 2011,72 077German

1,21 5241,82 0351,92 2122,22 6162,73 342Russian

1,01 3141,31 4291,31 5261,41 7211,61 968Spanish

0,0290,0440,1670,1840,1110Italian

0,030,11480,11090,020,1140Sami

0,040,060,0130,0120,019Latin

0,22770,32980,33790,45080,4469Other

.129 006.111 485.116 808.120 824.125 447Students total
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