
Upper secondary general education 2017

Number of students in upper secondary general education
grew slightly
According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, a total of 103,800 students attended upper
secondary general school education leading to a qualification in 2017. The number of students
grew by 0.2 per cent from the previous year. A total of 30,200 matriculation examinations were
completed. The figure was 300 lower than one year before. Fifty-eight per cent of the students
and passers of the matriculation examination were women.

Students in upper secondary general education and matriculation
examinations 2007–2017

Upper secondary general education was provided in 388 educational institutions. There were two fewer
upper secondary general schools than one year earlier. Education in Swedish was offered in 36 upper
secondary schools and six per cent of the students in upper secondary general school education studied at
these schools.

Of all students, 1,900 studied for an international matriculation examination. The International Baccalaureate
examination was passed by 400 students in 17 upper secondary schools, the European Baccalaureate
examination by 22 students at the European School of Helsinki, and the Reifeprüfung by 30 students in
the Helsingin saksalainen koulu (the German School of Helsinki).

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 13.6.2018
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From 2007 to 2017, the number of educational institutions providing upper secondary general school
education has fallen by 61. Over the same period, the number of students in upper secondary general
school has diminished by 10 per cent. The number of matriculation examinations has gone down by nine
per cent in ten years. Throughout the 2000s, over one-half of the students and passers of the matriculation
examination have been women.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Students and completed qualifications in upper secondary general education
2017 (Corrected on 25 June 2018)

Corrected on 25 June 2018. The corrections are indicated in red.

Completed
qualifications,
women

Completed
qualifications

Students,
women

Students totalNew students,
women

New students,
total

17 51830 18958 480101 85819 93134 449Matriculation examination

2484001 1101 732402641

International
Baccalaureate
examination

1530591112040
Reifeprüfung
examination

112223521123
European Baccalaureate
examination

17 79230 64159 672103 75320 36435 153Total

4



Appendix table 2. Students in upper secondary general education and completers of matriculation
examination by region in 2017 (Corrected on 25 June 2018)

Corrected on 25 June 2018. The corrections are indicated in red.

Completers of matriculation
examination, women

Completers of matriculation
examination, total

Students, womenStudents, totalRegion of studying

17 42330 02359 403103 272Continental Finland, total

5 3899 64019 32735 065Uusimaa

1 4812 6084 8678 441Varsinais-Suomi

6401 0972 2443 863Satakunta

5028761 6062 807Kanta-Häme

1 6562 8485 7479 519Pirkanmaa

6099912 1083 612Päijät-Häme

5509081 6542 822Kymenlaakso

3505641 1311 933South Karelia

4497501 9643 127Etelä-Savo

7811 2552 6244 432Pohjois-Savo

4908121 5842 713North Karelia

8361 4102 7384 675Central Finland

6211 0521 9923 392South Ostrobothnia

5891 0561 8173 214Ostrobothnia

2684588021 364Central Ostrobothnia

1 4152 3324 8158 318North Ostrobothnia

2214217561 274Kainuu

5769451 6272 701Lapland

92157244438Åland total

92157244438Åland

17 51830 18959 672103 753Whole country, total1)

Includes the Aurinkorannikon suomalainen koulu (Colegio Finlandés) located in Spain, with 43 students in upper secondary
general education of whom 25 are female and with 9 completers of matriculation examination of whom three are female.

1)
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Appendix table 3. Students in upper secondary general education and completers of matriculation
examination in 2001 to 2017 (Corrected on 25 June 2018)

Corrected on 25 June 2018. The corrections are indicated in red.

Matriculation
examinations, women

Matriculation
examinations, total

Students, womenStudents, totalEducational institutions
providing upper
secondary general
education

Year

20 53835 28374 309128 6424832001

21 33836 22471 778124 6444842002

20 64235 18269 742121 8164832003

20 38634 65268 714120 5314792004

19 62434 05866 921118 1114712005

18 87132 78666 726117 2604612006

19 18633 06665 806115 2534492007

18 62832 59265 305114 2404492008

18 83532 64363 939112 0884412009

18 75232 32463 333111 7784392010

18 57132 41361 701109 0464332011

18 24431 59560 864107 4124282012

18 18131 69360 008105 8984212013

18 07431 62059 201103 9144142014

17 58930 61759 561104 0603972015

17 83430 53159 170103 5503892016

17 51830 18959 672103 7533882017
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