
Employment of students 2012

Number of employed students decreased
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment among students decreased
by three percentage points in 2012 from the previous year. Still more than one-half of students
were employed during their studies. Employment during studies was most widespread among
university students, as 58 per cent of them had an employment contract while studying. The
share of students employed during polytechnic studies was 57 per cent, and employment among
students in upper secondary vocational education was 53 per cent.

Shares of employed students aged at least 18 of all students in
2008–2012

Women worked while studying more frequently than men: 57 per cent of women and 50 per cent of men
had an employment contract while studying. The proportion of employed women in upper secondary
general education and in polytechnic education was ten percentage points higher than that of men. One-third
of women in upper secondary general education were working alongside studies. Sixty per cent of women
studying for a vocational qualification were working.

Employment during studies grew more widespread the older the students were. Twenty-four per cent of
18-year-old students, 43 per cent of 21-year-old students and 54 per cent of 24-year-old students had an
employment contract. Among students aged 25 or over, 66 per cent were employed during their studies.
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Employment of students during studies varied by field of education. Sixty-five per cent of students in the
fields of social sciences, and business and administration, 61 per cent of students in the fields of health,
welfare and sports and 56 per cent of students in the fields of humanities and education had a valid
employment contract at the end of 2012.

Employment during studies was more common than the average for the whole country in the regions of
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia, Kanta-Häme and Varsinais-Suomi, and in Åland. Over 60 per cent of students in
the regions of Uusimaa and Åland were working.

Other statistics also indicate that studying was more interesting than in the year before. The pass rate
improved in tertiary level education and discontinuation of education decreased. More information is
available from statistics describing Progress of studies and Discontinuation of education.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Employment of students aged at least 18 years in 2012 and the share of employed
students of all students in 2005-2012

2005200620072008200920102011Employed students 2012Students total 2012Sector of education

%%%%%%%%

30,029,831,632,327,629,130,128,412 94345 630
Upper secondary general
education

56,258,662,162,056,656,357,453,2119 419224 463Vocational education

53,655,858,559,556,858,959,457,179 746139 781Polytechnic education

57,559,160,961,459,661,261,258,498 727169 040University education

53,655,658,358,755,256,156,953,7310 835578 914Total

Appendix table 2. Employment of students aged at least 18 by level of education and gender in
2012

Of whom employedMale
students
total

Of whom employedFemale
students
total

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

%%%

22,14 43120 09433,38 51225 53628,412 94345 630
Upper secondary
general education

49,652 192105 31556,467 137119 05653,2119 329224 371
Upper secondary
vocational education

98,7787992,3121397,89092

Post-secondary
non-higher vocational
education

50,030 82761 71259,741 93670 23555,172 763131 947
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

47,022 24347 36955,226 96248 86151,149 20596 230
Lower university degree
(Bachelor)

88,42 5232 85489,64 4604 98089,16 9837 834
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

62,012 35219 93161,517 28228 11761,729 63448 048
Higher university
degree (Master)

93,51 2181 30392,62 6532 86692,93 8714 169

Specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
medicine and dentistry

78,78001 01685,375989081,81 5591 906Licentiate’s degree

76,96 8058 84477,87 6539 84377,414 45818 687Doctoral degree

49,7133 469268 51757,1177 366310 39753,7310 835578 914Total
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Appendix table 3. Students and employed students aged at least 18 years by level of education
and age in 2012

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

%

1 2731591992613365592 8967 26028,412 94345 630
Upper secondary
general education

84 8324 0434 4374 7664 6663 9254 7917 86953,2119 329224 371
Upper secondary
vocational education

90-------97,89092

Post-secondary
non-higher vocational
education

37 3706 5807 6667 9486 5354 5752 0583155,172 763131 947
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

28 3743 9404 3884 4903 9452 6961 3403251,149 20596 230
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

6 9821------89,16 9837 834
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

25 3362 3651 1394821998627-61,729 63448 048
Higher university
degree (Master)

3 8692------92,93 8714 169

Specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
medicine and
dentistry

1 559-------81,81 5591 906Licentiate’s degree

14 364771511---77,414 45818 687Doctoral degree

204 04917 16717 84417 94815 68211 84111 11215 19253,7310 835578 914Total
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