
Employment of students 2016

Share of employed students grew
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, employment among students increased
by one percentage point in 2016 from the previous year. One-half of students were employed
during their studies. Working was most common in connection with university and university of
applied sciences studies. The share increased most in vocational education.

Shares of employed students aged at least 18 of all students in
2009–2016

Working was most common in connection with university and university of applied sciences studies.
Fifty-five per cent of university students and 55 per cent of university of applied sciences students had an
employment contract while studying. One-half of students attending vocational education were employed
during their studies, the share increased slightly from the previous year.

Women worked while studying more frequently than men: 54 per cent of women and 47 per cent of men
had an employment contract while studying. The proportion of employed women in upper secondary
general education and in university of applied sciences education was around ten percentage points higher
than that of men. Thirty-one per cent of women in upper secondary general education were working
alongside studies and 60 per cent of women in university of applied sciences education. Fifty-two per cent
of women in vocational education worked, which was five percentage points more than for men.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 14.3.2018
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Employment during studies grew clearly the older the students were. While 23 per cent of students aged
18 were working, the share of employed students aged at least 25 was nearly triple. Of 21-year-old students,
39 per cent and of 24-year-old students, 50 per cent had an employment contract. Among students aged
25 or over, 62 per cent were employed during their studies.

Employment of students during studies varied by field of education. Fifty-nine per cent of students in the
fields of social sciences, journalism and information, 56 per cent of students in the fields of health and
welfare, and 46 per cent of students in the fields of arts and humanities had a valid employment contract
at the end of 2016.

Employment during studies was more common than the average for the whole country in the regions of
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia and Varsinais-Suomi and in Åland.

More information on the employment of students can be found from the Tables in databases. More
information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing Progress of studies
and Discontinuation of education.
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http://pxnet2.stat.fi/PXWeb/pxweb/en/StatFin/StatFin__kou__opty/?tablelist=true&rxid=c9496d0f-4a35-4128-809c-2f9ca7c08faa
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/opku/index_en.html
http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/kkesk/index_en.html
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Employment of students aged at least 18 years in 2016 and the share of employed
students of all students in 2005-2016

20052006200720082009201020112012201320142015Employed students
2016

Students
total
2016

Sector of education

%%%%%%%%%%%%

30,029,831,632,327,629,130,128,427,4100,026,027,011 57042 920
Upper secondary
general education

56,258,662,162,056,656,357,453,249,8100,047,849,7118 947239 449Vocational education

53,655,858,559,556,858,959,457,156,3100,054,355,277 686140 763
University of applied
sciences education

57,559,160,961,459,661,261,258,457,9100,055,055,285 344154 735University education

53,655,658,358,755,256,156,953,752,0100,049,750,8293 547577 867Total

Appendix table 2. Employment of students aged at least 18 by level of education and gender in
2016

Of whom employedMale
students
total

Of whom employedFemale
students
total

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

%%%

21,64 08618 89531,27 48424 02527,011 57042 920
General upper
secondary education

34,225 36474 18742,435 86784 50038,661 231158 687

Vocational upper
secondary education
and training

66,017 06725 85863,318 75029 63364,535 81755 491Further qualification

86,59 51811 00586,812 38114 26686,721 89925 271Specialist qualification

47,529 60262 26957,238 58067 49352,568 182129 762
Polytechnic bachelors
degree

42,016 60339 50753,022 11741 75847,638 72081 265
University bachelor
degree

85,93 3203 86786,76 1847 13486,49 50411 001
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

59,014 13923 95960,218 36730 48659,732 50654 445
Higher university
degree (Master)

87,57893,213714792,9144155

Professional
specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
and dentistry

71,237552782,342751976,78021 046Licentiates degree

73,36 1098 33074,47 0639 49473,913 17217 824
Doctoral or equivalent
level

47,0126 190268 41254,1167 357309 45550,8293 547577 867Total
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Appendix table 3. Employed students aged at least 18 years by level of education and age in 2016

25 years-24
years

23
years

22
years

21
years

20
years

19
years

18
years

Employed studentsStudents
total

Level of education

%

1 0861491852282743992 5866 66327,011 57042 920
General upper
secondary education

36 9952 6262 8803 2922 9502 6523 5216 31538,661 231158 687

Vocational upper
secondary education
and training

31 3381 1581 0549427874131141164,535 81755 491Further qualification

21 356208168995018--86,721 89925 271
Specialist
qualification

38 3326 2987 2117 1275 3652 9718661252,568 182129 762
Polytechnic
bachelors degree

20 1823 0443 8534 3983 8052 4001 0132547,638 72081 265
University bachelor
degree

9 504-------86,49 50411 001
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

26 7843 0971 71557820810222-59,732 50654 445
Higher university
degree (Master)

144-------92,9144155

Professional
specialisation in
medicine, veterinary
and dentistry

802-------76,78021 046Licentiates degree

13 09762112----73,913 17217 824
Doctoral or
equivalent level

199 62016 64217 07716 66613 4398 9558 12213 02650,8293 547577 867Total
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