
Patenting 2009

Number of domestic and European patents granted to
enterprises down in 2009
The number of applications made by Finnish enterprises and associations for domestic patents
remained on level with the previous year in 2009. The largest number of patent applications was
made in the metal and engineering industry. By contrast, the number of domestic patents granted
to Finnish enterprises and associations fell slightly from the previous year in 2009. The number
of European patents granted to enterprises and associations also fell short of the previous year’s
level. One-half of the European patents were granted in the electronics industry. These data
derive from statistics on patenting in 2009 published by Statistics Finland.

Domestic patents granted to enterprises and associations and
enterprises having received patents, 2000– 2009

A total of 1,931 patent applications were filed in Finland in 2009. The vast majority of them - 1,804
applications, or 93 per cent of all applications - were domestic applications. Nearly one patent application
in four concerned performing operations and transporting. Due to increased international patenting the
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number of foreign applications made direct in Finland has been falling. The applicant was from abroad
in 127 of the patent applications filed in Finland in 2009.

Domestic patenting by Finnish enterprises and associations remained on level with 2008 in 2009. In 2009,
enterprises and associations filed a total of 1,403 patent applications, as against 1,397 in 2008. Patent
applications were most numerous in the metal and engineering industry where they totalled 510, filed by
129 applicant enterprises. The number of patent applications went up in e.g. wholesale and retail trade,
and in research and development activity, whereas e.g. in the forest industry, and in information and
communication activity their number decreased from the previous year.

Approximately 40 per cent of the domestic patent applications made in 2009 were filed by inventors
resident in the region of Uusimaa. The respective share for both Pirkanmaa and Varsinais-Suomi was just
short of ten per cent.

A total of 1,055 patents were granted in Finland in 2009, which is nearly 60 patents more than in 2008.
The growth in the total number was partly due to increased number of patents granted to foreign assignees.
By contrast, the number of patents granted to domestic assignees fell. The number of patents granted to
domestic enterprises and associations was 647, which was three per cent lower than in the previous year.
The highest number of patents was granted to the metal and engineering industry and the most common
IPC sections in which domestic patents were granted to Finnish enterprises were performing operations
and transporting.

European patents granted by the European Patents Office (EPO) to Finnish enterprises or associations
totalled 642 in 2009. The number of granted patens fell by 16 per cent from the previous year. The share
of the electronics industry of the European patents granted to Finnish enterprises and associations was
approximately one-half. The share of the metal and engineering industry was 20 per cent.

The United States Patent and Trademark Office granted altogether 990 patents to Finnish enterprises and
associations in 2009. The vast majority, or 723 of them, were granted to the electronics industry. The
metal and engineering industry was granted 125 patents.

A total of 4,497 European patents were validated in Finland in 2009, whereas in 2008 the respective
number was 5,210. The main sections of the European patents were chemistry and metallurgy - 1,249
patents - and human necessities - 962 patents. Germany and the United States were the main assignee
countries of the European patents validated in Finland.

A total of 479 utility design applications were made in Finland in 2009. The number of applications grew
by some 14 per cent from the year before. The vast majority, or 450 of the applications, were made by
domestic applicants of which just under 60 per cent were enterprises and associations. In relative terms,
the applications for utility designs most usually concerned performing operations and transporting, human
necessities and fixed constructions. As with domestic patent applications, the majority of the utility design
applications were made in the metal and engineering industry.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Patent applications filed in Finland, 1985, 1990, 1995 and 2000–2009

Applications totalForeign applicationsDomestic applications totalEnterprise/ associationPrivate assigneeYear

51993480171910386811985

64824414206813607081990

63644240212413937311995

2913338257518836952000

2668277239117646272001

2372216215616065502002

2187214197315064672001

2225215201015674432004

2061226183513714642005

2018205181313944192006

2012211180113494522007

1946148179813974012008

1931127180414034012009

Appendix table 2. Domestic patent applications by region, 2005–2009

YearRegion

20092008200720062005

Applications
total

Applications
total

Applications
total

Applications
total

Applications
total

18041798180118131828Regions Total

701719716662714Uusimaa

2616341432Itä-Uusimaa

150122145137139Varsinais-Suomi

4541384657Satakunta

5435353949Kanta-Häme

162196189174179PIrkanmaa

6364596851Päijät-Häme

2332444240Kymenlaakso

3035293129South Karelia

4342343534Etelä-Savo

8563707784Pohjois-Savo

4031344945North Karelia

111107110154120Central Finland

1625232421South Ostrobothnia

5663614761Ostrobothnia

811584Central Ostrobothnia

9595106110137North Ostrobothnia

161371213Kainuu

1316151218Lappi

11155Åland

677150701
Unknown /
Foreign countries
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Appendix table 3. Domestic patent applications of enterprises and associations by industry (TOL
2008), 2008 and 2009

20092008Industry

Number of
enterprises

ApplicationsNumber of
enterprises

Applications

53214035121397Total

267834248852C Manufacturing, total

82161710-12 Food industry

112413-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

1974218316-17 Wood and paper industry

3165296819-22 Chemical industry

12951011050124-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

481084813226-27 Electrical and electronics industry

31553247Other manufacturing

2223D,E Electricity, gas and water supply

20252125F Construction

50684259G Wholesale and retail trade

38565190J IInformation and communication

22155269972 Scientific research and development

8615676166
M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl.
72)

4710746103Other industries

Appendix table 4. Patents granted in Finland by IPC section, 2009

Finnish enterprises and
associations

Finnish private
assignees

Finnish assignees totalTotalIPC section

647667131055Total of patents granted

591271121A: Human necessities

15312165188B: Performing operations, transporting

65570257C: Chemistry, metallurgy

83285104D: Textiles, paper

55106568E: Fixed constructions

60107081F: Mechanical engineering

73108398G: Physics

995104138H: Electricity
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Appendix table 5. Domestic patents granted to enterprises and associations by industry (TOL
2008), 2008 and 2009

20092008Industry

Number of enterprisesPatentsNumber of enterprisesPatents

269647268668Total

163473145467C Manufacturing, total

461110-12 Food industry

353513-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

1223102416-17 Wood and paper industry

2541152019-22 Chemical industry

722886427524-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

37963712426-27 Electrical and electronics industry

10141518Other manufacturing

2233D,E Electricity, gas and water supply

810810F Construction

19331734G Wholesale and retail trade

24342031J IInformation and communication

1023163372 Scientific research and development

31544471M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl. 72)

12181519Other industries

Appendix table 6. European patents validated in Finland by IPC-section and resident country of
assignee, 2009

H:ElectricityG:PhysicsF:
Mechanical
engineering

E: Fixed
constructions

D:
Textiles,
paper

C:
Chemistry,
metallurgy

B:Performing
operations,
transporting

A: Human
necessities

Total of
patents

Resident
country
of assignee

67737321718018212496579624497
Total of
countries

2518869183311128Finland

10759696097232211150985Germany

183962642033067237963
United
States

1445234110248116353Switzerland

4630171781045756335France

97299111653128271Japan

201496512863191Great Britain

141010101583944186Italy

311211258293432182Sweden

118553472241142Netherlands

3646136161991Belgium

4412136142284Denmark

5810115378
Republic of
Korea

2251191819773Austria

2572111231566Canada

372317221110632121369

Total of
other
countries
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Appendix table 7. Patents granted to Finnish enterprises and associations by European Patent
Office by industry (TOL 2008), 2008 and 2009

European Patent Office 2009European Patent Office 2008Industry

Number of
enterprises

PatentsNumber of
enterprises

Patents

175642167768Total

120518110641C Manufacturing, total

345610-12 Food industry

2213-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

5761416-17 Wood and paper industry

1728153819-22 Chemical industry

531304112824-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

273242843226-27 Electrical and electronics industry

15251525Other manufacturing

1111D,E Electricity, gas and water supply

2222F Construction

5679G Wholesale and retail trade

13201332J IInformation and communication

1020152272 Scientific research and development

17251523M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl. 72)

750438Other industries

Appendix table 8. Patents granted to finnish enterprises by US Patent and Trademark Office by
industry (TOL 2008), 2009

US Patent and Trademark Office 2009Industry

Number of enterprisesPatents

134990Total

83887C Manufacturing, total

10-12 Food industry

2213-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

3316-17 Wood and paper industry

102519-22 Chemical industry

3312524-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

2972326-27 Electrical and electronics industry

69Other manufacturing

11D,E Electricity, gas and water supply

F Construction

35G Wholesale and retail trade

1215J IInformation and communication

152172 Scientific research and development

1337M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl. 72)

724Other industries
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Appendix table 9A. Utility model applications filed in Finland by IPC section, 2008

Applications totalForeign
applications

Domestic applicationsIPC section

TotalEnterprise/associationPrivate assignee

42223399225174Total

983953659A: Human necessities

854814536B: Performing operations, transporting

81734C: Chemistry, metallurgy

1971212D: Textiles, paper

832815031E: Fixed constructions

645593821F: Mechanical engineering

2727198G: Physics

361352213H: Electricity

222Unknown

Appendix table 9B. Utility model applications filed in Finland by IPC section, 2009

Applications totalForeign
applications

Domestic applicationsIPC section

TotalEnterprise/associationPrivate assignee

47929450260190Total

943914249A: Human necessities

10931066640B: Performing operations, transporting

111156C: Chemistry, metallurgy

311021192D: Textiles, paper

981975443E: Fixed constructions

594552728F: Mechanical engineering

26323185G: Physics

425372314H: Electricity

9963Unknown

Appendix table 10. Domestic utility model applications of enterprises and associations by industry
(TOL 2008), 2008 and 2009

20092008Industry

Number of
enterprises

ApplicationsNumber of
enterprises

Applications

174260168225Total

10317693139C Manufacturing, total

113310-12 Food industry

225513-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

1213121316-17 Wood and paper industry

121661019-22 Chemical industry

4994467324-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

822102226-27 Electrical and electronics industry

19281113Other manufacturing

14171215F Construction

20212023G Wholesale and retail trade

55910J Information and communication

1272 Scientific research and development

23312426
M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl.
72)

910910Other industries
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Appendix figures

Appendix figure 1. Patent applications filed in Finland by IPC section,
2009

Appendix figure 2. Patents granted and validated in Finland, 2002–
2009
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Appendix figure 3. Patents granted in Finland by IPC section, 2009

Appendix figure 4. European patents validated in Finland by IPC
section, 2009
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Appendix figure 5. Selected countries shares of European patents
validated in Finland, 2008 and 2009
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