
Patenting 2013

Fewer patents were granted in Finland to Finnish companies
in 2013 than in previous years
According to Statistics Finland, the patents received by Finnish enterprises and associations
decreased in 2013 by some nine per cent year-on-year. Altogether, Finnish enterprises and
associations received 573 patents, and the number hit its lowest level in six years.

In particular, patents received by the metal industry fell, continuing on the downward trend that started in
2010. Patents granted to the metal industry declined by 13 per cent from 2012 and by 32 per cent from
2010. The number of patents granted to the electronic industry also continued decreasing slightly.

Patents granted in Finland to enterprises and associations in certain
industries in 2008 to 2013

Finnish enterprises and associations also applied for less patents than in previous years. In 2013, Finnish
enterprises and associations applied for a total of 1,252 patents, and the amount declined by three per cent
from the previous year. Utility design applications by Finnish enterprises and associations also decreased
by three per cent from 2012, while the number of applications directed at the metal industry shrunk by
around 19 per cent.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 23.10.2014
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Fewer patents were applied for and granted in Finland than
in previous years

1. Patents applied for and granted in Finland
1.1 Patents applied for in Finland

The number of patent applications in Finland decreased by around five per cent from the year before. A
total of 1,737 patent applications were filed, of which 1,593 were filed by Finnish applicants and 144 by
foreign applicants. Patent applications filed by Finnish enterprises, associations and private citizens
decreased from one year ago, while applications by foreigners increased. Most of foreigners' patent
applications were directed at electricity (H) and Finns' applications at performing operations and transporting
(B) (Figure 1). A majority of foreign applicants came from the United States, but German and Japanese
applicants were also active.

Figure 1. Patent applications filed in Finland by IPC section, 2013

Domestic patent applications by Finnish enterprises and associations decreased by three per cent
year-on-year (1,252 applications by 536 enterprises), and viewed by industry, Finnish enterprises and
associations applied for most patents directed at the metal industry.When examined by region, the majority
of Finnish applicants were located in Uusimaa (42 per cent) and every tenth inventor came from Pirkanmaa.
A large number of patent applications were also filed in Varsinais-Suomi, North Ostrobothnia and Central
Finland (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Regional distribution of domestic patent applications, 2013

1.2 Patents granted in Finland

The number of patents granted in Finland continued to contract (Figures 3 and 6). A total of 711 patents
were granted in Finland to domestic and foreign applicants, of which the patents received by Finnish
enterprises, associations and private citizens numbered 641 and those by foreign applicants 70. In particular,
the patents received by foreign applicants in Finland fell drastically, as the number of patents granted to
foreigners was nearly halved from one year ago. Patents received by Finnish enterprises, associations and
private citizens decreased, in turn, by around nine per cent year-on-year: 573 patents by 239 enterprises.

A majority of the foreign applicants that received patents came from Germany and the United States.
Patents granted based on IPC sectionswere among foreign enterprise applicantsmost common inmechanical
engineering (F) and electricity (H) (Figure 3), and among Finnish applicants in performing operations and
transporting (B).

Figure 3. Patents granted in Finland by IPC section, 2013

2. Patents applied for abroad by Finnish inventors
The European Patent Office (EPO) granted a total of 645 patents to Finnish enterprises or associations,
which was slightly fewer than one year earlier. The number of enterprises that received patents remained
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unchanged, however, at 173 enterprises. The most popular main industry for which patents were granted
was manufacturing, and nearly one-half of all patents granted to Finns were directed at the electronics
industry.

3. Utility designs and European patents in Finland
3.1 Utility design applications in Finland

Slightly more utility design applications were filed in Finland than last year, a total of 480, of which 444
applications were filed by Finnish applicants. Applications filed by foreign enterprises and private citizens
increased while applications by Finns remained the same as last year. Among domestic utility design
applications the proportion of enterprises was 262 applications and that of private citizens 182 applications.
The number of applications filed by private citizens increased by nine, while the number of enterprise
applications decreased by the same amount.

Most domestic applications were filed in the IPC section performing operations and transporting (B),
where nearly one-third of the Finnish enterprises having applied filed their utility design application.
Foreign applicants favoured the sections human necessities (A), performing operations and transporting
(B) and physics (G), and most applications were filed for physics. Unlike patent applications, no foreign
applications were filed for the IPC section H, electricity. (Figure 4)

Figure 4. Utility model applications filed in Finland by IPC section,
2013

3.2 European patents validated in Finland

In 2013, a total of 5,164 European patents were validated in Finland, which was 88 fewer patents than in
2012. The main holder countries of the European patents validated in Finland were the United States,
Germany and Japan (Figures 5 and 6). The most popular industries of the validated European patents were
the IPC sections of chemistry and metallurgy (C) and human necessities (A).
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Figure 5. Selected countries shares of European patents validated
in Finland, 2012 and 2013

Figure 6. Patents granted and validated in Finland, 2003–2013
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Patent applications filed in Finland, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2005–2013

Applications totalForeign applicationsDomestic applications totalEnterprise/ associationPrivate assigneeYear

51993480171910386811985

64824414206813607081990

63644240212413937311995

2913338257518836952000

2061226183513714642005

2018205181313944192006

2012211180113494522007

1946148179813974012008

1931127180414034012009

1833102173113563752010

1774128164612613852011

1825128169712904072012

1737144159312523412013

Appendix table 2. Domestic patent applications by region, 2009–2013

YearRegion

20132012201120102009

Applications  
total

Applications  
total

Applications  
total

Applications  
total

Applications  
total

15931697164617311804Regions Total

663632602643701Uusimaa

2426Itä-Uusimaa1)

124136123107150Varsinais-Suomi

4551434845Satakunta

2942623254Kanta-Häme

166168168207162PIrkanmaa

3741415663Päijät-Häme

2023233223Kymenlaakso

5446433330South Karelia

5671593543Etelä-Savo

5957658385Pohjois-Savo

2745383740North Karelia

738681115111Central Finland

2229232816South Ostrobothnia

6582695256Ostrobothnia

610588Central Ostrobothnia

919310110995North Ostrobothnia

119141416Kainuu

1923191913Lappi

3221Åland

2853654767
Unknown /  
Foreign countries

Was included in the Uusimaa region 1.1.20111)
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Appendix table 3. Domestic patent applications and domestic patents granted to enterprises and
associations by industry (TOL 2008), 2013

Domestic patents 2013Domestic applications 2013Industry

Number of
enterprises

PatentsNumber of
enterprises

Applications

2395735361252Total

126376244745C Manufacturing, total

5551410-12 Food industry

551313-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

326208416-17 Wood and paper industry

1642276719-22 Chemical industry

5622611439124-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

23454513726-27 Electrical and electronics industry

18273249Other manufacturing

71144D, E Electricity, gas and water supply

563651F Construction

22283549G Wholesale and retail trade

16225479J Information and communication

722329272 Scientific research and development

324268105M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl. 72)

246663127Other industries

Appendix table 4. European patents validated in Finland by IPC-section and resident country of
assignee, 2013

H:ElectricityG:PhysicsF:
Mechanical
engineering

E: Fixed
constructions

D:
Textiles,
paper

C:
Chemistry,
metallurgy

B:Performing
operations,
transporting

A: Human
necessities

Total of
patents

Resident
country of
assignee

782467301159192125586911395164
Total of
countries

16111046839363943151136
United
States

9392825060190242142951Germany

1303910101325064435Japan

2433227610973133407Switzerland

333115105827448298France

3822151916245141226Sweden

13271515622764214Great Britain

12151964475457214Italy

17139107413334164Netherlands

3312982115409147Finland

105873351528111Denmark

7951726100
Republic of
Korea

3014231472696Canada

63321105892China

1499119172282Belgium

568567211674Austria

13271481853Spain

33516131243Norway

363023114784396321

Total of
other
countries
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Appendix table 5. Patents granted to Finnish enterprises and associations by European Patent
Office by industry (TOL 2008), 2012 and 2013

European Patent Office 2013European Patent Office 2012Industry

Number of
enterprises

PatentsNumber of
enterprises

Patents

173645173656Total

114540116512C Manufacturing, total

223510-12 Food industry

132213-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear industry

71881716-17 Wood and paper industry

1123183219-22 Chemical industry

501755112624-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

263012631326-27 Electrical and electronics industry

1718817Other manufacturing

D, E Electricity, gas and water supply

22237F Construction

1314810G Wholesale and retail trade

8101116J Information and communication

102071572 Scientific research and development

17311626M Professional, scientific and technical activities (excl. 72)

9281340Other industries

Appendix table 6. Domestic utility model applications of enterprises and associations by industry
(TOL 2008), 2012 and 2013

20132012Industry

Number of
enterprises

Domestic
applications

Number of
enterprises

Domestic
applications

206262204271Total

102141111164C Manufacturing, total

223410-12 Food industry

4444
13-15 Textile, clothing, leather and footwear
industry

66121916-17 Wood and paper industry

1010182219-22 Chemical industry

4865538024-25, 28-30 Metal and engineering industry

102482226-27 Electrical and electronics industry

22301313Other manufacturing

1124D, E Electricity, gas and water supply

17192023F Construction

27352832G Wholesale and retail trade

88910J Information and communication

7102272 Scientific research and development

27282528
M Professional, scientific and technical activities
(excl. 72)

172078Other industries
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