
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Offences reported to the authorities, 2015, 2nd quarter

Altogether, 3.6 per cent fewer offences and 6.5 per cent
more cases of endangerment of traffic safety than in
January to June 2014
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 195,700 offences were recorded by
the police, customs and border guard from January to June 2015, which is 7,400 cases (3.6 per
cent) fewer than in the corresponding period of one year earlier. The number of property offences
recorded was 110,300, which was 5.6 per cent down from January to June 2014. The recorded
number of crimes against life and health was 17,000, which is 540 cases lower than in the early
part of 2014. In addition, 201,700 cases of endangerment of traffic safety and traffic infractions
were registered.

Offences and endangerment of traffic safety in 2009 to 2015

*Exceeding speed limits towards the end of 2012 were recorded erroneously in the early part of 2013

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 16.7.2015
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A majority of the recorded offences are recorded by the police. During January to June 2015, the police
recorded 190,000 offences. In all, 3,700 offences were recorded by customs, which is 15.8 per cent less
than in 2014. The border guard recorded 2,000 offences, which is 10.2 per cent less than in 2014.

Offences against property
During January to June 2015, a total of 12,700 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Penal Code,
Section 36, Paragraphs 1 to 3) were recorded, which was 7.5 per cent up from the year before. The number
of frauds has grown considerably in the 2000s. In 2000, their recorded number was 5,800 during January
to June. In January to June 2015, a total of 760 aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 7.1 per cent
less than one year earlier.

During January to June 2015, means of payment frauds numbered 4,100, which is 300 cases (7.5 per cent)
more than in the previous year. The recorded number of aggravated means of payment frauds was 77,
while last year this figure was 60.

Altogether, 800 robberies were reported, which was 3.5 per cent more than in January to June 2014 but
fewer than in the early 2000s. Altogether, 145 aggravated robberies were reported.

During early 2015, a total of 64,400 theft offences (thefts, petty thefts and aggravated thefts) were reported,
which was 3,600 cases fewer (5.3 per cent) than in 2014. Aggravated thefts numbered 1,600, which figure
is unchanged from the year before. The number of break-ins into houses recorded was 2,850, which was
230 cases (7.5 per cent) lower than in January to June 2014. Altogether, 23,100 thefts and petty thefts
from shops were recorded, which was 800 cases fewer than in early 2014.

The recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and thefts of use of a motor vehicle
was 3,500, which is 1.5 per cent lower than in 2014. From the early 2000s, the number of these offences
has fallen to under one third.

During January to June 2015, damages to property numbered 18,200, which is 3,100 cases (14.6 per cent)
fewer than in the previous year. Altogether, 120 aggravated damages to property were reported.

Violent offences
The number of assault offences recorded was 16,000 during the first half of 2015, which is 500 cases (2.9
per cent) fewer than in January to June 2014. Over the past ten years, 16,700 assault offences, on average,
have been reported in January to June. Compared with 2014, aggravated assaults went up by 2.9 per cent.
Now, 800 of them were recorded.

The number of rapes recorded was 500, against 470 one year earlier. Over the past ten years, the average
number of rapes has been 400 in the January to June period. The recorded number of sexual exploitations
of a child was 680, which was 6.4 per cent fewer than in January to June 2014. During the first half of the
year, 86 cases of sexual abuse were reported. The recorded numbers of rapes and sexual exploitations of
a child reported to the authorities vary much yearly. Individual reports of an offence may include a series
of incidents comprising several criminal acts.

Other offences
A total of 8,700 drunken driving cases were reported in January to June 2015, which is 2.6 per cent more
than in 2014. Nearly one-half of the recorded drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving.
Aggravated drunken driving decreased by 2.4 per cent and other drunken driving increased by 7.1 per
cent.
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The number of narcotics offences recorded was 11,600, which is up by 12.2 per cent on the year before.
The number of aggravated narcotics offences went down by 7.5 per cent. A total of 550 of them were
recorded.

The presentation of the statistics was revised as of the beginning of 2009. Endangerment of traffic safety
and traffic infractions are separated from other offences and they are presented in a separate table. The
total number of offences is comparable with earlier figures, because the same division has also been made
retrospectively until 1980. The aim of the revision is to improve the comparability of offences between
different years and enhance their international comparability. The quality description of the statistics
contains annually more detailed information about revisions but it is regrettably published only in Finnish.

From the beginning of 2009, offences recorded by the customs and border guard are also included. The
change does not have much effect on the comparability of offences. Of the most common types of offences
the change primarily affects the comparability of narcotics offences.

Number of certain types of offences in April, May and June and in January to June 2015 and change
from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-JuneJuneMayAprilOffence

Change2015Change2015Change2015Change2015

-7,383195,693-65236,607-80836,020-1,08032,6101) All offences1)

-33015,9971143,295-932,91022,768Burglary

-573,459-57736-3472944643
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

278052141-3513027146Robbery

-3,11318,1541523,579-3053,337-6083,116Damage to property

-250-59411410Manslaughter, murder and killing

-47715,984-492,864-1652,928722,718Assault

3350018104179-1864Rape

2238,678881,850921,721101,334Drunken driving

1,26311,6141001,8883692,0591291,936Narcotics offences

Excl. endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation of social welfare legislation on road traffic, and motor
vehicle infraction.

1)

Number of endangerment of traffic safety and traffic infractions in April, May and June and in
January to June 2015 and change from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-JuneJuneMayAprilOffence

Change2015Change2015Change2015Change2015

12,295201,6841,23830,834-66031,9251,71333,753

2) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run,
traffic infraction, violation of social welfare
legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle
infraction1)

16,341146,2551,41622,206-45923,0503,51125,164-exceeding speed limits2)

Problems connected to the re-organisation of automatic traffic control brought about a substantial fall in the number of traffic
offences recorded in the early part of 2014 compared with 2013.

1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

2)

3



Contents

Tables
Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number of certain types of offences in January to June 2011 to 2015 (preliminary data) ...........5

Appendix table 2. Number of endangerment of traffic safety and traffic infractions in January to June 2011 to 2015
(preliminary data) .......................................................................................................................................................6

4



Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number of certain types of offences in January to June 2011 to 2015 (preliminary
data)

20152014201320122011Offence

195,693203,076202,209205,798216,8011) All offences1)

110,293116,894111,840111,989119,791A. Offences against property

15,99716,32714,67116,21818,222Burglaries total

2,8523,0832,4712,8582,979Breaking into a residence

8381,044709718785- into a free-time residence

2,0142,0391,7622,1402,194- into another residence

1,8941,9421,7901,8182,031Breaking into business premises

4,4554,3554,2505,0966,474Breaking into a motor vehicle

6,7966,9476,1606,4466,738Other burglaries

3,4593,5113,3644,0835,234
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

334462475494636- unauthorised theft of a motor vehicle

336359371404430- (aggravated) unauthorised use of a motor vehicle

2,7892,6902,5183,1854,168- (aggravated) theft of use of a motor vehicle

805778686816777Robberies total

1451029210789- aggravated robberies

18,15421,26720,09220,82624,799Damages to property total

12313311811591- aggravated damage to property

1,3541,5141,7661,5471,556Embezzlements total

160189182177148- aggravated embezzlement

12,65511,77311,46710,5268,612Frauds total

763821576509631- aggravated fraud

17,00117,54318,85220,25521,264B. Crimes against life and health

5052484546Manslaughter, murder or killing

143170124188151Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

15,98416,46117,65018,99619,965Assaults total

8047818699131,032- aggravated assault

1,5891,4381,8521,9341,387C. Sexual crimes

683730981806678Sexual exploitation of a child

500467437522440Rape

6,1616,1686,7767,3467,158D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

846870837940980(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

8729129531,0901,129Impeding an official

21,73822,17921,78323,47826,229E. Certain traffic offences

8,6788,4558,7059,29810,175Drunken driving total

3,8783,9744,4225,0265,423- aggravated drunken driving

38,91138,85441,10640,79640,972F. Other offences

11,61410,35111,1749,85110,086Narcotics offences total

544588535539508- aggravated narcotics offence

1,6271,9832,3882,6672,506Alcohol offence/Minor alcohol offence

Excl. endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation of social welfare legislation on road traffic, and motor
vehicle infraction.

1)
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Appendix table 2. Number of endangerment of traffic safety and traffic infractions in January to
June 2011 to 2015 (preliminary data)

20152014201320122011Offence

201,684189,389227,267222,249251,888
2) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation
of social welfare legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle infraction1)

146,255129,914161,888146,701161,783- exceeding speed limits2)

Problems connected to the re-organisation of automatic traffic control brought about a substantial fall in the number of traffic
offences recorded in the early part of 2014 compared with 2013. Exceeding speed limits towards the end of 2012 were recorded
erroneously in the early part of 2013.

1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

2)
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