
Statistics on offences and coercive
methods
Offences reported to the authorities, 2016, 2nd quarter

Number of means of payment frauds growing heavily
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 392,700 offences were recorded by
the police, customs and border guard in January to June 2016, which is 7,700 cases (1.9 per
cent) lower than one year earlier. The recorded number of crimes against life and health was
17,200, which is 1.7 per cent fewer than in 2015. The number of means of payment frauds
recorded was 9,500, which was 130.1 per cent up from January to June 2015.

Frauds and means of payment frauds in 2010 to 2016

A majority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. During January to June 2016, a total of
384,800 offences were recorded by the police, which is 2.2 per cent down from 2015. In January to June
2016, customs recorded 5,000 offences and the border guard 2,900 offences. Compared with January to
June 2015, the offences recorded by customs increased by 11.5 per cent and those recoded by the border
guard by 22.5 per cent.

Offences against property

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 13.7.2016

Justice 2016



During the first half of 2016, a total of 110,100 offences against property were recorded, which was 1,700
(1.5 per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period of the previous year.

During January to June 2016, a total of 12,100 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Penal Code,
Section 36, Paragraphs 1 to 3) were recorded, which is 8.1 per cent fewer than in January to June of the
year before. The number of frauds has grown considerably in the 2000s. In 2009, altogether 8,600 of them
were reported. In January to June 2016, a total of 630 aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 21.6 per
cent down on one year earlier.

During January to June 2016, means of payment frauds numbered 9,500, which is 5,400 cases (130.1 per
cent) more than in the corresponding period in the previous year. Eighty-seven of the means of payment
frauds were aggravated. Of all means of payment frauds, 4,100 (43.4 per cent) were carried out abroad.

The number of robberies recorded was 788, which was 1.2 per cent down from January to June 2015. One
hundred and thirty-eight of the robberies were aggravated. A total of 1,400 embezzlements and aggravated
embezzlements were reported, which is 3.7 per cent more than in January to June 2015.

A total of 61,100 theft offences (theft, aggravated theft, petty theft) were reported in January to June,
which is 3,700 cases fewer (5.8 per cent) than in the first half of 2015. The number of aggravated thefts
recorded was 1,500, which is down by 6.0 per cent from the year before. The number of break-ins into
houses recorded was 2,550, which was 275 cases (9.7 per cent) lower than in January to June 2015.
Altogether, 22,200 thefts and petty thefts from shops were recorded, which is 1,150 cases fewer than in
January to June 2015.

The recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and thefts of use of a motor vehicle
was 2,900, which is 14.6 per cent lower than in January to June 2015. From the early 2000s, the number
of these offences has fallen to under one third.

During January to June 2016, damages to property numbered 16,400, which is 1,900 cases (10.3 per cent)
fewer than in the previous year. Altogether, 113 aggravated damages to property were reported.

Offences against the person
The number of assault offences recorded was 16,200 during January to June 2016, which is 300 cases (1.7
per cent) fewer than in the corresponding period in 2015. Compared with January to June 2015, aggravated
assaults went up by 0.9 per cent. Now, 780 of them were recorded.

The number of rapes recorded was 515, which was 25 cases more than in January to June 2015. The
recorded number of sexual exploitations of a child was 657, which was 1.7 per cent more than in early
2015. In addition, 452 other sexual offences were reported, of which 259 were cases of sexual harassment.
In the corresponding period in 2015, altogether 101 cases of sexual harassment were reported. The recorded
numbers of rapes and sexual exploitations of a child reported to the authorities vary much yearly. Individual
reports of an offence may include a series of incidents comprising several criminal acts.

Other offences
The number of drunken driving was 8,600 in January to June 2016, which figure is unchanged from the
corresponding period of the year before. Nearly one-half of the recorded drunken driving cases were
aggravated drunken driving. Aggravated drunken driving decreased by 2.9 per cent and other drunken
driving increased by 2.6 per cent.

The number of narcotics offences recorded was 12,100, which is up by 2.5 per cent on the year before.
The number of aggravated narcotics offences went down by 3.8 per cent. A total of 560 of them were
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recorded. Close on two out of three narcotics offences were use offences. The recorded number was 7,500,
which was 200 cases fewer than in the first half of 2015.

In all, 1,400 identity thefts were recorded.

Altogether, 196,100 cases of endangerment of traffic safety (Penal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2,
11), hit-and-runs, and other traffic infractions were recorded, which is 8,100 cases (4.0 per cent) fewer
than in early 2015. Of these offences, 123,100 were cases of exceeding speed limits.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the
statistics on Coercive measures: http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

From the beginning of 2009, offences recorded by the customs and border guard are also included. The
change does not have much effect on the comparability of offences. Of the most common types of offences
the change primarily affects the comparability of narcotics offences.

Number of certain types of offences in April, May and June and in January to June 2016 and change
from the corresponding period of the previous year

January-JuneJuneMayAprilOffence

Change2016Change2016Change2016Change2016

-7,728392,726-4369,0235,12673,621-1,25865,3701) Offences and infractions total

-2,325225,295-2,28840,0871,80742,98175338,3572) Offences against the Criminal Code

358198,417-2,05635,7241,34837,7351,18534,0153) Offences A to F

-1,01115,058-5352,7941633,106-812,690Burglary

-5002,940-95643-60664-108535
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

9788-213220145-10131Robbery

-1,89016,435-6643,020-223,351-3502,765Damage to property

-541411-64-37Manslaughter, murder and killing

-27916,174-4782,565-432,973-312,761Assault

25515-257499037100Rape

118,580161,790-31,7021131,442Drunken driving

29712,076301,987-202,047261,992Narcotics offences

-8,086194,3092,01333,2993,77835,886-2,44331,355

4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run,
traffic infraction, violation of social welfare
legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle
infraction

-23,269123,138-17722,1636823,132-4,91620,251-exceeding speed limits1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in January to June 2012 to 2016
(preliminary data)

20162015201420132012Offence

392,726400,454392,465429,476428,0471) Offences and infractions total

225,295227,620234,936232,511237,1482) Offences against the Criminal Code

198,417198,059203,076202,209205,7983) Offences A to F

110,088111,770116,894111,840111,989A. Offences against property

15,05816,06916,32714,67116,218Burglaries total

2,5532,8283,0832,4712,858Breaking into a residence

6278381,044709718- into a free-time residence

1,9261,9902,0391,7622,140- into another residence

1,6791,9011,9421,7901,818Breaking into business premises

3,9054,5214,3554,2505,096Breaking into a motor vehicle

6,9216,8196,9476,1606,446Other burglaries

2,9403,4443,5113,3644,083
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

788779778686816Robberies total

16,43518,32521,26720,09220,826Damages to property total

1,4201,3701,5141,7661,547Embezzlements total

12,12113,18311,77311,46710,526Frauds total

634809821576509- aggravated fraud

17,24417,53717,54318,85220,255B. Crimes against life and health

4146524845Manslaughter, murder or killing

151139170124188Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

16,17416,45316,46117,65018,996Assaults total

783776781869913- aggravated assault

1,6241,5621,4381,8521,934C. Sexual crimes

657646730981806Sexual exploitation of a child

515490467437522Rape

6,4376,2156,1686,7767,346D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

896839870837940(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

8778879129531,090Impeding an official

21,95321,74622,17921,78323,478E. Certain traffic offences

8,5808,5698,4558,7059,298Drunken driving total

41,07139,22938,85441,10640,796F. Other offences

12,07611,77910,35111,1749,851Narcotics offences total

560582588535539- aggravated narcotics offence

1,5831,6481,9832,3882,667Alcohol offence/Minor alcohol offence

194,309202,395189,389227,267222,249
4) Endangerment of traffic safety, hit-and-run, traffic infraction, violation
of social welfare legislation on road traffic and motor vehicle infraction1)

123,138146,407129,914161,888146,701- exceeding speed limits2)

Problems connected to the re-organisation of automatic traffic control brought about a substantial fall in the number of traffic
offences recorded in the early part of 2014 compared with 2013. Exceeding speed limits towards the end of 2012 were recorded
erroneously in the early part of 2013.

1)

Cases of exceeding speed limits registered as endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety and
traffic infractions.

2)
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