
Statistics on offences and coercive
measures
Offences reported to the authorities, 2020, 4th quarter

Number of property offences increased by 16.9 per cent
According to Statistics Finland's preliminary data, a total of 537,700 offences against the Criminal
Code were recorded by the police, customs and border guard in the course of 2020, which is
84,900 cases (18.8 per cent) more than in 2019. A total of 252,500 offences against property
were recorded, which is 16.9 per cent more than in the year before. Good 19,000 cases of
extortions were reported and 21,000 cases of dissemination of information violating private life
were reported.

Offences against property by quarter 2011 to 2020

A majority of the reported offences are recorded by the police. During 2020, a total of 670,800 offences
and infractions were recorded by the police, which is 16.7 per cent fewer than in 2019. The number of
recorded offences against the Criminal Code was 531,000, which is 19.6 per cent more than in 2019. Fines
from automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days,
which has an effect on the number of traffic infractions in particular. The Road Traffic Act was amended
on 1 June 2020, and as a result, an administrative penalty is imposed for certain traffic infractions instead
of a fine. For this reason, the number of traffic offences in the statistics on offences will fall considerably.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 19.1.2021
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In 2020, a total of 6,400 offences were recorded by the customs and 2,900 offences by the border guard.
Compared with 2019, the offences recorded by the customs decreased by 18.4 per cent and those recorded
by the border guard declined by 45.7 per cent. The number of offences against the Criminal Code recorded
by the customs was 5,000 and by the border guard 1,700.

Altogether 21,000 cases of dissemination of information violating personal privacy were reported, while
they numbered 440 in 2019. The number of extortions reported was 19,400, while nearly 1,200 cases were
reported in the year before. The majority of this growth is related to the data breach reported in the news
in the autumn.

Offences against the person
The number of assault offences recorded was 32,700 during 2020, which is 3.4 per cent fewer than in
2019. The number of assault offences in restaurants decreased by 43.4 per cent and that of assault offences
in public places by 3.9 per cent. In turn, the number of assaults in private dwellings increased by 6.5 per
cent. In assault offences in private dwellings, the growth in reports focused on January to March not on
April to June. In July, 30 per cent more assault offences in private dwellings were reported than in July
2019. A total of 1,757 aggravated assaults were recorded, which is 173 cases more than in the year before.
The recorded number of offences against life was 91, which is 19 cases more than in 2019. Attempted
homicides numbered 398, which is 69 cases more than in the year before.

Altogether, 1,438 rapes were recorded, which is 39 cases (2.6 per cent) fewer than in 2019. The recorded
number of sexual abuses of a child was 1,746, which is 2.2 per cent more than in the year before. The act
on aggravated rape of a child entered into force on 15 April 2019. During 2020, a total of 70 cases of
aggravated rape of a child were reported. In the statistics, aggravated rape of a child is included in the
figures on cases of sexual abuse of a child. In addition, 1,149 other sexual offences were reported. Of
them, 543 were cases of sexual harassment, which is 25 cases (4.8 per cent) more than in 2019.

In the 2010s, most cases of sexual abuses of a child have been recorded in the second quarter of 2013.
Then 612 cases of sexual abuse of a child were reported. The recorded numbers of rapes and sexual abuses
of a child reported to the authorities vary much yearly. Individual reports of an offence may include a
series of incidents comprising several criminal acts.

Offences against property
During 2020, a total of 252,500 offences against property were recorded, which is 36,500 (16.9 per cent)
more than in the previous year. More offences against property were last recorded in the statistics in the
year 2011.

A total of 33,300 frauds (fraud, petty fraud, aggravated fraud; Criminal Code, Section 36, Paragraphs 1
to 3) were recorded, which is 16.1 per cent more than in the year before. The number of frauds appears
to be growing after a few years of decline. A total of 2,000 aggravated frauds were recorded, which is 2.4
per cent fewer than one year earlier.

During 2020, means of payment frauds numbered 7,300, which is 1,000 cases (16.5 per cent) more than
in the previous year. The number of aggravated means of payment frauds was 183.

The number of robberies reported was 2,000 which is 11.1 per cent more than in the year before. Of
robberies, 447 were aggravated.

A total of 137,100 theft offences (theft, aggravated theft, petty theft) were reported, which is 10,200 cases
(8 per cent) more than in 2019. The number of aggravated thefts recorded was 2,660, which is down by
6.4 per cent from the year before. The recorded number of break-ins into houses and free-time residences
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was 4,700, which is 4.1 per cent more than in 2019. Altogether, 51,600 thefts and petty thefts from shops
were recorded, which is 8.2 per cent more than in the year before.

During 2020, the recorded number of unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle and thefts of a motor
vehicle for temporary use was 6,200, which is 8.9 per cent more than in the year before. From the start of
the 2000s, the number of these offences has fallen to under one half.

The recorded number of damages to property was 32,800, which is good 2,200 cases more than in the
previous year. Altogether, 294 aggravated damages to property were reported. The number of damages
to property has primarily been falling since 2009, when 50,700 of them were recorded.

Other offences
The number of recorded cases of drunken driving was 20,300 in 2020, which is 10 per cent more than in
2019. One-third of the recorded drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving. A total of 7,000
aggravated drunken driving cases were recorded, which is 3.3 per cent more than in the year before. Basic
drunken driving cases increased by 13.8 per cent. A total of 13,400 of them were recorded. Seventy-five
per cent of basic drunken driving cases were caused by the use of narcotic substances. As recently as 2013,
over one-half of all drunken driving cases were aggravated drunken driving.

The number of narcotics offences recorded was nearly 37,000, which is up by 14.4 per cent on the year
before. The number of aggravated narcotics offences went down by 9.9 per cent. A total of 1,394 of them
were recorded. Around two out of three narcotics offences were use offences. The number recorded was
23,700, which is 12.4 per cent more than in 2019.

In 2020, a total of 4,200 cases of identity theft were recorded, which is nearly 300 cases (6.6 per cent)
more than in 2019. Identity theft was added to the Criminal Code on 4 September 2015 and by the end of
2015, a total of 530 cases of identity theft had been reported.

Altogether, 80,7800 cases of endangerment of traffic safety, aggravated endangerment of traffic safety
and hit-and-runs (Criminal Code, Section 23, Paragraphs 1 to 2, 11) were recorded, which is 21.8 per cent
more than in 2019. Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a
delay of around 80 days, so the data will become revised. The Road Traffic Act was amended on 1 June
2020, and as a result, an administrative penalty is imposed for certain traffic infractions instead of a fine.
For this reason, the number of traffic offences in the statistics on offences will fall considerably.

The statistics on Offences known to the police and on Coercive measures were combined in March 2015.
Data released prior to that can be found on the old home pages of the statistics. The web pages of the
statistics on Offences known to the police: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html and of the
statistics on Coercive measures: http://tilastokeskus.fi/til/pkei/index_en.html

3

http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/til/polrik/index_en.html


Number of certain types of offences in October, November and December, and in January to
December 2020 and change from the corresponding period of the previous year

DecemberNovemberOctoberJanuary-DecemberOffence

Change2020Change2020Change2020Change2020

-24,15034,751-16,44545,1454,12276,944-138,344680,1841) Offences and infractions total1)

-1,34633,4477,07343,72733,79275,21084,942537,7132) Offences against the Criminal Code

-2,09813,8472,61319,93414,97035,58636,515252,522Offences against property

-6271,866-532,547-3902,8154,36534,252Burglary

-503151140045225126,244
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle,
thefts of use of a motor vehicle

-32123-5161-291682002,009Robbery

-2751,9211532,552-622,7152,23432,753Damage to property

-4542,579-4332,681-453,037-90735,320Offences against life and health

59-734111991Manslaughter, murder and killing

-4612,397-4262,493-672,794-1,14332,706Assault

7738343438-50402284,333Sexual offences

-1293-127-6126-391,438Rape

1921,604351,576141,5511,84120,339Drunken driving

-9902,377-1652,617-6602,7444,63936,946Narcotics offences

Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, which has an effect
on the number of traffic infractions in particular.

1)
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Development of certain types of offences in 2016 to 2020 (preliminary data)

20202)2019201820172016Offence

680,184818,528873,415861,921823,4491) Offences and infractions total1)

537,713452,771443,525438,373466,8582) Offences against the Criminal Code

252,522216,007206,961210,773230,174A. Offences against property

34,25229,88728,25429,75433,251Burglaries total

4,7204,5344,9224,7705,300Breaking into a residence

1,3451,1921,2001,5121,227- into a free-time residence

3,3753,3423,7223,2584,073- into another residence

3,0382,9652,9273,0343,329Breaking into business premises

8,5477,4496,9727,6508,654Breaking into a motor vehicle

17,94714,93913,43314,30015,968Other burglaries

6,2445,7325,7956,1036,700
Unauthorised uses and thefts of a motor vehicle, thefts of use of a motor
vehicle, total

2,0091,8091,7011,6401,673Robberies total

32,75330,51930,44833,46635,170Damages to property total

3,2353,5143,3853,1492,924Embezzlements total

33,26628,65324,48323,38025,065Frauds total

2,0052,0541,6921,4291,422- aggravated fraud

35,32036,22736,07435,74436,094B. Crimes against life and health

9172857378Manslaughter, murder or killing

398329355348311Attempted manslaughter, murder or killing

32,70633,84933,63933,53533,769Assaults total

1,7571,5841,6091,5811,592- aggravated assault

4,3334,3053,7793,2693,327C. Sexual crimes

1,7461,7091,3731,1681,242Sexual abuse of a child

1,4381,4771,3931,2451,160Rape

12,94612,71512,48212,35513,399D. Crimes against public authority and public peace

2,0511,9661,8951,7231,883(Violent) resisting of an official in the performance of his duties

1,3511,4721,5421,5251,852Impeding an official

131,459110,660116,411110,292121,235L. Traffic offences

20,33918,49819,00617,68517,308Drunken driving total

36,94632,30729,14027,77725,082Narcotics offences total

1,3941,5481,2511,2821,179- aggravated narcotics offence

Fines from automatic traffic control are updated into the police PATJA system with a delay of around 80 days, which has an effect
on the number of traffic infractions in particular.

1)

Preliminary data2)
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