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Finding employment became more difficult for recent
graduates in 2009

Finding employment became more difficult for recent graduates in 2009. According to Statistics
Finland, their rate of employment was 68 per cent, or good three percentage points lower than
in the year before. Finding employment was most difficult for attainers of upper secondary
vocational qualifications. Their rate of employment was 67 per cent, having been 74 per cent
twelve months earlier. The rate of employment among attainers of polytechnic degrees was 85
per cent, or four percentage points lower than in the previous year. The proportion of those with
higher university degrees, such as master's degrees, having found employment was 86 per cent,
or two percentage points lower than in the previous year. Those with doctor's degrees found
employment as easily as in the year before.
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Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after graduation. In 2008, the total number of
attained degrees or qualifications was 136,300, or good 12,000 higher than the year before. The increase
was due to the restructuring of degrees in university education. However, persons with higher university
or doctorate degrees found employment more easily than recent graduates from other sectors of education
although the number of graduates from university education was much higher than in the previous year.

The proportions of the unemployed and those continuing studies went up by a couple of percentage points.
The proportion of the unemployed grew from seven to nine per cent. At 15 per cent, the proportion of the
unemployed was the highest among attainers of upper secondary vocational qualifications. Eight per cent
of the graduates from polytechnics and six per cent of the graduates with higher university degrees were
unemployed. Studies were most often continued by those having passed the matriculation examination or
attained a lower university degree.

Men’s transition into working life grew more difficult than women’s. The rate of employment among all
recently graduated men was 60 per cent, or five percentage points lower than in the year before. The
respective rate among women was 73 per cent, or two percentage points lower than in the previous year.
The rate of employment was 59 per cent for men and 75 per cent for women among attainers of upper
secondary vocational qualifications. Eighty-three per cent of men and 86 per cent of women with polytechnic
degrees were employed. Eighty-eight per cent of men and 85 per cent of women with higher university
degrees had found jobs. Among those with doctorate degrees, the rate of employment was 86 per cent for
men and 88 per cent for women.

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. Employment deteriorated
most among graduates from the field of technology and transport. Their rate of employment was 64 per
cent, which is 10 percentage points lower than in the year before. The transition was smoothest for attainers
of qualifications in the fields of safety and security, welfare, health and sport, social sciences, business
economics and administration. Their employment rate was over 80 per cent. In all fields of education, the
transition was easier for those with university degrees than for those with upper secondary qualifications.
At 22 per cent, the rate of unemployment was highest for those with upper secondary qualifications in the
field of technology.

Examined by region, the rate of employment varied from 78 per cent in Aland to 58 per cent in North
Karelia. Besides Aland, the rate of employment was higher than the average for the whole country in the
regions of Uusimaa, Itd-Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia and Kanta-Hame.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2009

Level of education Graduates, total |Employed, total | Of the employed Full-time Unemployed | Others
2008 studying while students
working
% % % % % %
Total 136 355 100,0| 92117 67,6 22391 16,4/ 20156 14,8/ 12243 9,0 11839 8,7
Matriculation
examination 30 381 100,01 12526 41,2| 7469 246/ 12186 40,1 993 3,3| 4676 154
Upper secondary
vocational
qualification 53 404 100,01 35703 66,9 5525 10,3 4117 7,7/ 8265 155 5319 10,0
Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational
qualification 66 100,0 66, 100,0 4 6,1 - - - - - -
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor) 20 535 100,01 17 4631 85,0/ 1663 8,1 836 41/ 1540 75 696 34
Lower university
degree (Bachelor) 7 851 100,0 5392 68,7 4297 54,7/ 2188 27,9 144, 1.8 127 1,6
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master) 673 100,0 643 955 46 6,8 4 0,6 18 2,7 8| 1,2
Higher university
degree (Master) 21 249 100,0) 18353 86,4 3001 14,1 778 3,7 1210 57 908 4,3
Specialist training
of doctors 438 100,0 434 991 83 18,9 2 0,5 - - 0,5
Licentiate's degree 356 100,0 310 87,1 165 46,3 22 6,2 18/ 5,1 1,7
Doctor's degree 1402 100,00 1227 87,5 138 9,8 23 1,6 55| 3,9 97| 6,9
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