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Transition from school to further
education and work 2010

Most recent graduates found employment more easily than
one year before in 2010

According to Statistics Finland, the majority of recent graduates found employment more easily
in 2010 than one year earlier. The employment of graduates with upper secondary vocational
qualifications improved by two percentage points. Sixty-nine per cent of them were employed.
Employment was found by 86 per cent of those with polytechnic degrees, by 88 per cent of those
with higher university degrees, such as master's degrees, and by 89 per cent of those with
doctor's degrees. Of them one percentage point more were employed than one year before.
Employment of recent graduates has improved or remained unchanged during good ten years
despite the weakening of employment in 2009.
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Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. Employment of all recent
graduates was on level with the year before, at 68 per cent. Only those with lower university degrees had
more difficulties in finding employment than one year previously. Sixty-eight per cent of them were
employed. Of all recent graduates, 17 per cent were studying while working and 15 per cent were full-time
students; this was so for 39 per cent of the passers of the matriculation examination and for 31 per cent
of those with lower university degrees.
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The proportion of the unemployed decreased by one percentage point. The proportion of the unemployed
was eight per cent. At 13 per cent, the proportion of the unemployed was the highest among attainers of
upper secondary vocational qualifications. Six per cent of the graduates from polytechnics and five per
cent of the graduates with higher university degrees were unemployed.

Men's transition to working life improved and women's remained unchanged. However, women found
employment more easily than men did. The proportion of employed women was over ten percentage points
higher than that of men. Of all recent graduates, 61 per cent of men and 73 per cent of women were
working. The rate of employment was 63 per cent for men and 75 per cent for women among attainers of
upper secondary vocational qualifications. Eighty-four per cent of men and 87 per cent of women with
polytechnic degrees were employed. Eighty-nine per cent of men and 87 per cent of women with higher
university degrees had found jobs.

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. Finding employment was
most difficult for those graduating from the field of culture. Their employment rate was 64 per cent. The
transition was smoothest for attainers of qualifications in the fields of safety and security, welfare, health
and sport. Their employment rate was over 88 per cent. In all fields of education the transition was easier
for those with university degrees than for those with upper secondary qualifications. At 18 per cent, the
rate of unemployment was highest for those with upper secondary qualifications in the field of culture.

Examined by region, the rate of employment varied from 79 per cent in Aland to 59 per cent in North
Karelia. Besides Aland, the rate of employment was higher than the average for the whole country in the
regions of Uusimaa, Varsinais-Suomi, Kanta-Hdme, Varsinais-Suomi, Ostrobothnia and Central
Ostrobothnia.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2010

Level of education Graduates, total Employed, total Of the employed Full-time Unemployed | Others
2009 studying while students
working
% % % % % %
Total 126 388 100,0| 85 331 67,5 21296 16,8/ 19482 154 10083 8,0 11492 9.1
Matriculation
examination 30373 100,0 13200 43,5 7721 25,41 11884 39,1 860 2,8 4429 14,6
Upper secondary
vocational
qualification 57 200 100,0| 39465 69,0 5956 10,4/ 4504 79 7523 13,2 5708| 10,0
Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational
qualification 75 100,0 73 97,3 24 32,0 1 1,3 - - 1 1,3
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor) 19 454 100,0 16714 859 1699 8,7 882 45 1122 58 736 3,8
Lower university
degree (Bachelor) 6 020 100,0 4070 67,6 3421 56,8/ 1841 30,6 47 0,8 62 1,0
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master) 929 100,0 904 973 79 8,5 6 0,6 12 1,3 7/ 0,8
Higher university
degree (Master) 10 123 100,0/ 8893 87,8 2004 19,8 335 3,3 467 4,6 428 4,2
Specialist training
of doctors 470 100,0 465 98,9 89 18,9 0,4 - - 3| 06
Licentiate's degree 288 100,0 255 88,5 140 48,6 3,1 15 52 9| 31
Doctor's degree 1456 100,0 1292 88,7 163 11,2 18 1,2 37 25 109 75
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