
Transition from school to further
education and work 2011

Most recent graduates found employment more easily than
one year before in 2011
According to Statistics Finland, the majority of recent graduates found employment more easily
in 2011 than one year earlier. The employment of graduates with upper secondary vocational
qualifications improved most, or by good two percentage points. Of them, 71 per cent were
employed and 12 per cent were unemployed. Three-quarters of unemployed persons were aged
under 30. Employment was found by 87 per cent of those with polytechnic degrees, by 88 per
cent of those with higher university degrees, such as master's degrees, similarly by 88 per cent
of those with doctor's degrees. Employment of recent graduates has improved or remained
unchanged during good ten years despite the weakening of employment in 2009.

Employment of graduates one year after graduation 1998–2011, %

Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. Employment among all
recent graduates improved by two percentage points from the previous year, 70 per cent were employed.
Of all recent graduates, 17 per cent were studying while working and 14 per cent were full-time students;
this was so for 38 per cent of the passers of the matriculation examination and for 29 per cent of those
with lower university degrees.
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The proportion of the unemployed decreased by half a percentage point. The proportion of the unemployed
was seven per cent. At 12 per cent, the proportion of the unemployed was the highest among attainers of
upper secondary vocational qualifications. Close on six per cent of the graduates from polytechnics and
four-and-a-half per cent of the graduates with higher university degrees were unemployed.

Men's and women's transition to working life improved, men's by good three percentage points and women's
by nearly two percentage points. However, women found employment more easily than men did. The
proportion of employed women was ten percentage points higher than that of men. Of all recent graduates,
64 per cent of men and 74 per cent of women were working. The rate of employment was 66 per cent for
men and 77 per cent for women among attainers of upper secondary vocational qualifications. Eighty-six
per cent of men and 88 per cent of women with polytechnic degrees were employed. Ninety per cent of
men and 87 per cent of women with higher university degrees had found jobs.

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. Finding employment was
most difficult for those graduating from the field of culture. Their employment rate was 66 per cent. The
transition was smoothest for attainers of qualifications in the fields of safety and security, welfare, health
and sport. Their employment rate was over 88 per cent. In all fields of education the transition was easier
for those with university degrees than for those with upper secondary qualifications. At 18 per cent, the
rate of unemployment was highest for those with upper secondary qualifications in the field of natural
sciences, vocational qualifications in information and communications technology.

Examined by region, the rate of employment varied from 82 per cent in Åland to 60 per cent in North
Karelia. Besides Åland, the rate of employment was higher than the average for the whole country in the
regions of Uusimaa, Kanta-Häme and Ostrobothnia.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2011

OthersUnemployedFull-time
students

Of the employed
studying while
working

Employed, totalGraduates, total
2010

Level of education

%%%%%%

8,411 0597,49 72214,218 69016,621 80570,092 043100,0131 514Total

14,44 2872,779637,911 28026,07 75145,013 401100,029 764
Matriculation
examination

9,25 30412,17 0097,34 23310,15 84771,541 410100,057 956

Upper secondary
vocational
qualification

--0,91--22,22499,1107100,0108

Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational
qualification

3,56885,81 1533,77458,31 65187,017 292100,019 878
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

1,1741,06629,31 99258,83 99968,64 668100,06 800
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

1,3161,2150,8107,39096,71 193100,01 234
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

4,25744,66292,939415,72 16188,412 157100,013 754
Higher university
degree (Master)

0,94--1,6717,27797,5437100,0448
Specialist training
of doctors

4,392,455,31146,49788,0184100,0209Licentiate's degree

7,61033,5481,3187,910887,61 194100,01 363Doctor's degree
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Appendix figures

Appendix figure 1. Employment of graduates one year after
graduation by level of education 2009–2011, %
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