
Transition from school to further
education and work 2012

Finding employment became slightly more difficult for recent
graduates
According to Statistics Finland, transition to work was somewhat more difficult for recent graduates
in 2012 than in the previous year. In all, around 70 per cent of those with upper secondary
vocational qualifications were employed, which was two percentage points lower than the year
before. Transition to work also deteriorated slightly among those with university degrees.
Eighty-seven per cent of both those with polytechnic degrees and higher university degrees
found employment. Employment improved only for doctors, rising to 89 per cent.

Employment of graduates one year after graduation by level of
education 2010–2012, %

Employment among recent graduates is measured one year after their graduation. Of all recent graduates,
69 per cent were employed, 17 per cent were studying while working and 14 per cent were full-time
students; this was so for 37 per cent of the passers of the matriculation examination and for 31 per cent
of those with lower university degrees. More information related to direct transition to futher studies of
passers of to marticulation examination is available from statistic describing Entrance to education.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 12.2.2014
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The proportion of unemployed persons grew in nearly all levels of education. Of all recent graduates, the
proportion of unemployed was eight per cent. At close on 14 per cent, the proportion of the unemployed
was the highest among attainers of upper secondary vocational qualifications. Nearly seven per cent of
the graduates from polytechnics and close on six per cent of the graduates with higher university degrees
were unemployed.

Men's transition to working life grew more difficult by two percentage points. Women found employment
more easily than men did. The proportion of employed women was 13 percentage points higher than that
of men. Of all recent graduates, 62 per cent of men and 75 per cent of women were working. The rate of
employment was 62 per cent for men and 77 per cent for women among attainers of vocational
qualifications. Eighty-five per cent of men and 87 per cent of women with polytechnic degrees were
employed. Eighty-eight per cent of men and 86 per cent of women with higher university degrees had
found jobs.

Employment of graduates one year after graduation by sex and level
of education 2012, %

There were differences in the transition to working life by field of education. Compared to the year before,
employment deteriorated most among graduates from the field of technology and transport, by around
four percentage points. Unemployment among graduates from the field of technology and transport was
already close to 15 per cent. The transition was smoothest for attainers of qualifications in the fields of
safety and security, welfare, health and sport. Their employment rate was over 89 per cent. In all fields
of education, the transition was easier for those with university degrees than for those with upper secondary
qualifications. At nearly 20 per cent, the rate of unemployment was highest for those with upper secondary
qualifications in the field of natural sciences.

Examined by region, the rate of employment among recent graduates varied from 84 per cent in Åland to
59 per cent in North Karelia. Besides Åland, the rate of employment was higher than the average for the
whole country in the regions of Uusimaa, Kanta-Häme, Ostrobothnia and Central Ostrobothnia.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Main type of activity of graduates one year after graduation at the end of 2012

OthersUnemployedFull-time
students

Of the employed
studying while
working

Employed, totalGraduates, total
2011

Level of education

%%%%%%

8,511 4208,311 22614,118 98016,522 16969,192 886100,0134 512Total

14,04 1892,781537,311 17826,27 86946,013 811100,029 993
Matriculation
examination

9,45 74013,58 2037,44 5009,96 00869,742 474100,060 917

Upper secondary
vocational
qualification

-0-0-022,018100,082100,082

Post-secondary
non-higher
vocational
qualification

3,57246,61 3553,46988,01 64886,517 829100,020 606
Polytechnic degree
(Bachelor)

1,1771,07230,82 22956,84 11167,24 865100,07 243
Lower university
degree (Bachelor)

1,1162,7400,576,29395,81 439100,01 502
Higher polytechnic
degree (Master)

4,65605,76852,934617,52 10786,810 467100,012 058
Higher university
degree (Master)

0,73-00,2118,78399,1439100,0443
Specialist training
of doctors

2,756,5124,3845,98586,5160100,0185Licentiate's degree

7,11063,0440,9139,914789,01 320100,01 483Doctor's degree
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Appendix figures

Appendix figure 1. Employment of graduates one year after
graduation 1998–2012, %
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