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Last year persons aged between 35 and 39 had the highest
level of education

By the end of 2012, a total of 3,107,062 persons in Finland had attained post-comprehensive
level educational qualifications in upper secondary general school education, vocational education,
polytechnic education or university education. In other words, 69 per cent of the population aged
15 or over had completed a post-comprehensive level qualification. The share of population with
educational qualifications increased by one per cent from the year before.

Population by level of education, age and gender 2012
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In 2012, women were still more highly educated than men; the differences in education are particularly
visible in the younger age groups. Of women belonging to the age group 35 to 39, 55 per cent had completed
tertiary level education, while the corresponding proportion for men was 36 per cent. Correspondingly,
of women aged 30 to 34, 10 per cent had completed only the basic level of education and of men 17 per
cent. The differences in education are not as clear in older age groups. In the age group 60 to 64, 27 per
cent of both men and women had completed tertiary level qualifications.

Altogether, 37 per cent of women and 43 per cent of men had completed upper secondary level
qualifications. Overall, 32 per cent of women and 25 per cent of men had completed tertiary level
qualifications. Measured by the population's level of education indicator, women's theoretical duration of
education after completion of comprehensive school education was 3.5 years, while the corresponding
figure for women was 3.3 years.

Of the population with a degree or a qualification, 29.9 per cent had completed an education in the field
of technology, which is clearly the highest proportion ahead of the field of business and social sciences,
where 18.9 per cent had completed a degree or a qualification. Altogether, 51.9 per cent of men had
completed an education in the field of technology, while only 9.3 per cent of women had done the same.
The most popular fields of education for women were the field of business and social sciences, 24.7 per
cent and the field of health and welfare, 23.6 per cent. The changes in the shares of different fields of
education have been low over the past 25 years. Since 1987, the share of the field of technology among
all degrees or qualifications has decreased, while the share of the field of health and welfare has increased.
In 1987, 33.5 per cent of all degrees or qualifications were in the field of technology, which indicates a
drop of 3.6 percentage points by 2012. The share of the field of health and welfare has grown by four
percentage points in total and by 6.1 percentage points for women.

Shares of fields of education by gender 2012

Both genders Men Women
Percentage Changeinthe Percentage Changeinthe Percentage Change inthe
year 2012 share of the field year 2012 share of the field  year 2012 share of the field
since 1987 since 1987 since 1987
percentage percentage percentage
points points points
General Education 10.5 -1.5 11.0 0.5 10.0 -3.5
Teacher education and
educational sciences 3.0 -0.1 1.4 -0.3 4.5 0.0
Humanities and Arts 5.0 21 3.0 1.2 6.8 2.7
Social sciences and
Business 18.9 11 12.7 1.0 247 0.8
Natural Sciences 2.4 1.0 2.8 1.2 1.9 0.7
Technology 29.9 -3.6 51.9 -3.2 9.3 -2.7
Agriculture and forestry 4.4 -2.0 6.1 -3.2 29 -0.6
Health and Welfare 13.8 4.0 3.2 1.1 23.6 6.1
Services 12.2 -0.9 7.8 1.5 16.2 -3.6
Other or Unknown Field 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Of the population aged 15 or over, 15 per cent lived in rural areas. Of the population living in rural areas,
36 per cent had only completed the basic level of education and 20 per cent had completed tertiary level
qualifications. Measured both by the level of education indicator and by the share of population with
qualifications, Kauniainen had the population with the highest educational qualifications. A person living
in Kauniainen had, on average, completed 5.7 years of education after basic level education, which was
one year more than in Espoo, which had the second-highest level of education. Pirkkala and Tampere




were the only municipalities in Mainland Finland where, measured by the level of education indicator,
men were more educated than women.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Population aged 15 or over by level of education and gender 2012

Level Gender
Total Men Women
% % %

Total 4535282 100,0/ 2211066  100,0 2324216 100,0
Basic education or less (ISCED 2 or less) 1428220 31,5 711384 32,2/ 716836 30,8
Population with educational qualifications 3107062 68,5 1499682 67,8 1607380 69,2
Upper secondary /Post-secondary non tertiary education (ISCED

3/4) 1807322 399 941192 42,6, 866130 37,3
ISCED 5 B programmes 462348 10,2 179354 8,1 282994 122
ISCED 5 A Medium programmes (Bachelor level) 432 504 9,5 191071 8,6/ 241433 104
ISCED 5 A Long/very long programmes (Master level) 366 179 8,1 165 559 7,5/ 200620 8,6
Second stage of tertiary Education (ISCED 6) 38709 0,9 22 506 1,0 16 203 0,7




Appendix figures

Appendix figure 1. Population aged over 15 or over by level of
education 1970-2012
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